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• Less than 20% of the Marcellus shale gas lies in 
New York.1 

• No scientifically-reviewed estimates of the 
amount of gas have been published; the box at 
right uses 250 trillion cubic feet, five times the 
original estimate2 but half the highest number 
reported in the media.3 

• Production from shale gas wells declines a lot 
with time (~50% the first year) and drilling all 
the required wells will take many years. Because 
old wells decline even as new ones come on-line, 
not a lot of gas is produced in any one year. 

• The gas industry has an incentive to overstate the 
total amount of gas because it is trying to attract 
investors and convince people to lease. 

• Investing in non-fossil fuel energy alternatives 
and conservation measures can add as much or more energy to the US energy supply without the 
negative environmental, health, economic, and societal impacts that accompany shale gas extraction.  
See, for example, “A Path To Sustainable Energy by 2030,” Scientific American, November 2009, by 
Mark Jacobson and Mark Delucchi. 

Assuming 2,000 new wells are drilled each 
year in New York, New York’s share of the 
Marcellus shale gas adds less than 1% to the 
annual US energy supply. 
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Increasing Natural Gas Does Not Improve Energy Security 
Extracting natural gas does not reduce dependence on foreign oil because 
natural gas and oil are used differently: two-thirds of oil is used for 
transportation, but natural gas cannot be used for transportation without large 
investments to change vehicles and infrastructure.  Gas and oil use overlap only 
in space heating, but less than 20% of oil is used for space heating.4 According 
to Alan Krueger, Assistant Secretary for Economic Policy at the US Treasury, 
using less oil and investing in clean technologies are more effective at 
increasing our energy security than is increasing domestic fossil fuel 
production.5 
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